
Looking in the Mirror James 1:21-25 

We continue to take personal inventory and when we are wrong, promptly admit it.  How many times do we 
look in the mirror each day? Suppose we looked in the mirror and found that we had mustard smeared around 
our mouth. Wouldn't we immediately wash our face and clean up the problem? In the same way, we need to 
routinely look at ourselves in our "spiritual mirror," the Bible. Then if anything is wrong, we can take the 
proper steps to fix it. 

James uses a similar illustration to show how God's Word should be like a spiritual mirror in our life. He said: 
"But don't just listen to God's word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For 
if you listen to the word and don't obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, 
and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you -do 
what it says and don't forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it" (James 1:22-25). 

This illustration supports the sensible ness of making a routine personal inventory. As we examine our life, we 
need to respond with immediate action if some thing has changed since we last looked. If we put off taking 
care of a problem, it may soon slip our mind. just as we would think it foolish to go all day knowing there is 
mustard on our face, it is not logical to notice a problem that could lead to a fall and not correct it promptly. 

The Importance of Action 

If faith can be alive, it can also be dead. Dead faith is belief that does not prove itself in action. It claims to be 
something when it is not. Turning our lives over to God always involves action. If we simply say that we have 
entrusted our lives to God but do not make amends to others or confess our wrongs, then we are only fooling 
ourselves. Effective recovery involves following through on our profession of faith and good intentions. 

True Recovery leads to Wise Speech 

One of the hardest things for us to control is our tongue (1:26). James gives us very practical advice about how 
to handle our tongue. We are to ask God for wisdom, be slow to speak, and listen more than we talk. Since our 
speech is a reflection of what is in our hearts, we can check our speech for clues to our inner strengths and 
weaknesses. As we take our personal inventory and confess our sins to God, he will begin to change us inside. 
Only then will we find our inner change reflected in our words. 

Turn to God for Guidance James 1:5  

How many times have we scolded ourselves for making unwise decisions? All of us have made wrong choices 
that have led us into trouble, ultimately affecting our relationship with God and with others. When we ask 
God for wisdom, he is more than willing to give it. Since God is the source of all wisdom, we can make fewer 
unwise decisions by turning to him for guidance. In recovery we are told to improve our conscious contact 
with God so we can better know his will for us. This can be achieved by studying God's Word and praying 
regularly. 

 

Today’s Service 

Lord, I Lift Your Name On High 
Lift Up Our Eyes, Lord 
Prayer 
Love Lifted Me 
Light the Fire 
Low in the Grave He Lay 
Lord’s Supper 
We Are An Offering 

 

Offering 
Pew Packers 
Sermon 
Redeemed 
Announcements 
Prayer 
O Come O Come Emmanuel 

 

Weekly Calendar 

Sunday  10:00 am  Bible Study  At the building and live stream 
Sunday  11:00 am Worship  At the building and live stream 
Sunday 4:00 pm Walking the 12 Steps with Jesus  At Pam & Rob’s 
Wednesday 10:30 am Senior Breakfast At Perkins Resturant 
Wednesday  7:00 pm  Bible Study  At Rob & Pam’s thru December 

 

Leadership Web Page: Idahofallschurchofchrist.org 

Kyle Allbritten, Elder kallbritten67@gmail.com  618-638-6894 
Gary Hunt, Elder garyhunt136@gmail.com 208-351-8947 
Rob Pope, Elder robpope2@gmail.com 208-757-8175 
Andy Burns, Evangelist apburns8@gmail.com  208-569-9193 
Doug Barber – Worship  208-589-3674 
Aaron Kays – Building & Grounds  505-879-4624  
Daniål King – Benevolence  208-970-5078 
Les & Teresa Pope – Special Programs  208-524-0238 
 

Supported Missionaries and Works 

Glenn Langston - Blind Ministry Nathan and Alvin Luther – Philippines Caleb Odle - Arlington, Texas  
Ghana West Africa Water Project   Cimi Kafexhiu - The Church in Durres, Albania 

Gain Control Through God James 1:19-20  

Who or what is in control of our life? Is it God? Is it other people? Is it a controlling dependency or compulsion 
or an overpowering emotion? The issue of control is vital to our spiritual growth and recovery. For some of us, 
the emotion of anger is overpowering. James advises us to listen before we speak, to have self-control, and to 
be patient, not letting anger control our actions in any situation. We may be angry over our past as well as 
over current events. To control our anger, we need to give our lives over to God. Even when we feel out of 
control, he can help us maintain our composure. He can give us the strength and wisdom to think and listen 
before we speak or act.  

mailto:garyhunt136@gmail.com
mailto:apburns8@gmail.com


Announcements 

Unfortunately, I have to report three more deaths in our extended family –  

• John Young, Daniål’s father, and Royce Brookshire. 

And as reported earlier -  

• Marlene Young, Kelly Mullinaux’s mother Pauline, Barb Delong’s mother, Bonnie Borgstrom, and Michael & Kay 
Elliot’s granddaughter Zion Waynewood all passed into God’s hands earlier this month. 

Events Calendar 

Jan 14th Memorial Service for Bonnie Borgstrom, Barb’s mother and Anna’s grandmother. 

Mar 16-18th  Men's Retreat '23: There will be a Men's Retreat at the Railroad Ranch Dormitory and Dining Hall in 
Island Park. The cost is $35 per person which includes lodging and meals. This retreat is open to teens 
also. We will begin Thursday early evening and finish Saturday early afternoon. If you have any 
questions, please ask Andy.  

Prayers and Praise 

• Prayers for the Brookshire family. 

• Prayers for Daniål’s family. 

• Prayers for Bonnie and her family. 

• Prayers for Kelly and her family. 

• Prayers for Michael & Kay and their family. 

• Prayers for Marlene & John Young’s family. 

• Prayers for Brian Felushko, John’s father, who is coping with undiagnosed pain. 

• Prayers for Briley, coping with Marfans syndrome. 

• Prayers for continued healing for Kay’s nephew Jeremy. 

• Prayers for Gary, Rob, Kyle & Andy as they lead our congregation. 

• Prayers for Ryan Burns, Jordan Allbritten, and Thomas Mullinaux, serving in the armed forces. 

• Prayers for our widows: Myrna, Ella, Miriam, Louise, Sallye, Millie & Carolyn.  

December 18, 2022 

Welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditation for Today 

God is good. You can often tell whether or not a thing is of God. If it is of God, it 
must be good. Honesty, purity, unselfishness, and love are all good, unselfish 

helpfulness is good, and these things all lead to the abundant life. Leave in God’s 
hands the present and the future, knowing only that He is good. The hand that veils 
the future is the hand of God. He can bring order out of chaos, good out of evil, and 
peace out of turmoil. We can believe that everything really good comes from God 

and that He shares His goodness with us. 

I pray that I may reach out for the good.  
I pray that I may try to choose the best in life. 

 

We’re a bible-based congregation of Christians meeting in Idaho Falls to 
praise and worship the one God and to support and encourage each 

other. All are welcome! Please join us in our worship services and classes. 

Online Bulletin at https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite/general-8 

https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite/general-8

