
From Taker to Giver Luke 19:1 -1 0 

We need to make direct amends to such people wherever possible, except when to do so would injure them 
or others. When we are feeding our own desires, it is easy to become consumed by our own needs. Nothing 
matters except getting what we crave so desperately. We may have to lie, cheat, kill, or steal; but that doesn't 
stop us. Within our families and communities we become known as "takers," trampling over the feelings and 
needs of others. 

Zacchaeus had the same problem. H is hunger for riches drove him to betray his own people by collecting 
taxes for the oppressive Roma n government. He was hated by his own people and considered a thief, an 
extortioner, and a traitor. But when Jesus reached out to him, he changed dramatically. "Meanwhile, 
Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, 'I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have cheated 
people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!' Jesus responded, 'Salvation has come to this 
home today"' (Luke 19:8-9). 

Zacchaeus went beyond just paying back what he had taken. For the first time in a long time, he saw the needs 
of others and wanted to be a "giver." Making amends includes paying back what we have ta ken whenever 
possible. Some of us may even seize the opportunity to go further, giving more than we took. As we begin to 
see the needs of others and respond by choice, our self-esteem will rise. We will realize that we can give to 
others, instead of just being a burden. 

Jesus Loves the Outcast 

Jesus paid special attention to the poor, the despised, the hurt, and the sinful. He rejected no one; he ignored 
no one. No ·one today is beyond the scope of his love or beyond his ability to help - including us. He cares for 
us no matter what we have done or what we have suffered. Only this kind of deep love can satisfy our deepest 
needs and mobilize us to recovery. When our lives are most unmanageable and we are faced with our own 
powerlessness, we often feel that no one can understand or care. Luke shows us that God understands and 
cares. We can safely turn our lives over to him! 

God's Passion for Our Recovery 

God wants us to experience recovery even more than we do because he loves and cares about us. Jesus 
showed this by revealing his intense interest in people and relationships. He cared for his followers and 
friends. He was interested in all types of people - men, women, and children. His concern transcended all 
barriers and extended to all he met. He longed to see people whole, well, and growing in their knowledge of 
God. As we come to know him and share his heart, we experience his passion for our wholeness and recovery. 

The Power of the Holy Spirit 

Jesus lived in complete dependence on the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was present at the birth of Jesus, at his 
baptism, in his ministry, and in his resurrection. The Holy Spirit was sent by the Father to confirm Jesus' 
authority. Today the Holy Spirit is given to empower us to live as God wants us to live. By faith, we can receive 
the Holy Spirit's presence and power within us, enabling us in the recovery process and in our spiritual growth. 

 Weekly Calendar 

Sunday  10:00 am  Bible Study  At the building and live stream 
Sunday  11:00 am Worship  At the building and live stream 
Sunday 4:00 pm Walking the 12 Steps with Jesus  At Pam & Rob’s 
Wednesday  7:00 pm  Bible Study  At Rob & Pam’s Nov 16th thru Dec. 

 

Leadership Web Page: Idahofallschurchofchrist.org 

Kyle Allbritten, Elder kallbritten67@gmail.com  618-638-6894 
Gary Hunt, Elder garyhunt136@gmail.com 208-351-8947 
Rob Pope, Elder robpope2@gmail.com 208-757-8175 
Andy Burns, Evangelist apburns8@gmail.com  208-569-9193 
Doug Barber – Worship  208-589-3674 
Aaron Kays – Building & Grounds  505-879-4624  
Daniål King – Benevolence  208-970-5078 
Les & Teresa Pope – Special Programs  208-524-0238 
 

Supported Missionaries and Works 

Glenn Langston - Blind Ministry Nathan and Alvin Luther – Philippines Caleb Odle - Arlington, Texas  
Ghana West Africa Water Project   Cimi Kafexhiu - The Church in Durres, Albania 

Concerning Obstacles To Recovery Luke 11:14-23 

Jesus was accused of being an ally of Satan. Through Jesus' words and actions, however, it became clear 
that these accusations were false. Unseen powers of darkness are agents of Satan's kingdom and are behind a 
great deal of human bondage. When we understand this, then "riding the fence" between living for God and 
living for ourselves is no longer an option. Our success in recovery leaves no room for neutrality or moral 
compromise. Not to decide for God in Jesus Christ is to decide for Satan and his world of bondage. Only 
through uncompromising faith in Jesus Christ can we achieve victory and lifelong recovery. 

Concerning True Faith Luke 10:21  

Luke tells us where to look for true wisdom. Many of us have spent years looking for wisdom that will help 
us in the recovery process. We may have begun to think it is hard, if not impossible, to come by. Often the 
reason we find true wisdom so elusive is that it is divinely and simply revealed to "the childlike." True wisdom 
does not come from the worldly-wise or from ivory-tower intellectuals. God's wisdom for recovery comes 
from reading his Word and simply trusting him, one day at a time. People in recovery can gain a great deal by 
following God's leading in childlike simplicity and trust. 
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Announcements 

It is with great sorrow and yet great joy in Christ that we report several deaths in our family. 

• Marlene Young passed away Nov 26th. A memorial service is planned for early next year. 

• Kelly Mullinaux’s mother Pauline died Monday morning after years of weekly dialysis. Kelly was able to get 

• to her side and visit with her for the last few days. 

• Barb Delong’s mother, Bonnie Borgstrom, passed away Wednesday. A memorial service is planned for January. 

• Michael & Kay Elliot’s granddaughter, Zion Waynewood, passed away Thursday at the ER. The viewing will be held 
Friday the 9th from 6:30 to 8:00 at Woods Funeral Home. Funeral services will be held Saturday the 10th at 11:00 at 
the building. 

Events Calendar 

Dec 9th  Viewing for Zion Waynewood will be held from 6:30 to 8:00 at Woods Funeral Home. 

Dec 9th-11th  West Yellowstone Winter Retreat is BACK!! We have joined an effort with a few congregations in 
Wyoming and Montana to bring back the Winter Retreat in December. You must register for the 
retreat and a hotel separately. See Rob for details. 

Dec 10th  Funeral services for Zion Waynewood will be held at 11:00 at the building. 

Dec 11th  Singing Sunday at Pocatello (2nd Sunday) 6:00 to 7:00 pm, nothing but songs! 

Dec 17th  Senior Breakfast 10:30 at the building. Seniors, caregivers, and friends are all invited. (3rd Saturday 
each month.) 

Dec 17th Christmas Party! 6:30 at the building. Finger foods, desserts, a “White Elephant” gift exchange game 
(nothing over $15, please), maybe singing, certainly fun !!  

Mar 16-18th  Men's Retreat '23: There will be a Men's Retreat at the Railroad Ranch Dormitory and Dining Hall in 
Island Park. The cost is $35 per person which includes lodging and meals. This retreat is open to teens 
also. We will begin Thursday early evening and finish Saturday early afternoon. If you have any 
questions, please ask Andy.  

Prayers and Praise 

• Prayers for Bonnie and her family. 

• Prayers for Kelly and her family. 

• Prayers for Michael & Kay and their family. 

• Prayers for John Young and his family. 

• Prayers for Brian Felushko, John’s father, who is coping with undiagnosed pain. 

• Prayers for Briley, coping with Marfans syndrome. 

• Prayers for continued healing for Kay’s nephew Jeremy. 

• Prayers for Gary, Rob, Kyle & Andy as they lead our congregation. 

• Prayers for Ryan Burns, Jordan Allbritten, and Thomas Mullinaux, serving in the armed forces. 

• Prayers for our widows: Myrna, Ella, Miriam, Louise, Sallye, Millie & Carolyn.  

December 4, 2022 

Welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditation for Today. 

Work and prayer are the two forces which are gradually making a better world. 
We must work for the betterment of ourselves and other people. Faith without 

works is dead. But all work with people should be based on prayer. If we say a little 
prayer before we speak or try to help, it will make us more effective. Prayer is the 

force behind the work. Prayer is based on faith that God is working with us and 
through us. We can believe that nothing is impossible in human relationships if we 

depend on the help of God.  

I pray that my life may be balanced between prayer and work. I pray that I may 
not work without prayer of pray without work. 

We’re a bible-based congregation of Christians meeting in Idaho Falls to 
praise and worship the one God and to support and encourage each 

other. All are welcome! Please join us in our worship services and classes. 

Online Bulletin at https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite/general-8 

https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite/general-8

