
February 7, 2021 

Welcome! 

We’re a congregation of Christ’s church meeting in Idaho Falls.  We’re a bible-based, non-
denominational church; all are welcome and invited to participate in our worship services 

and classes. 

Due to the pandemic, our elders have asked that we wear masks coming in and going out.  
And if you are showing symptoms, please participate at home via live stream – the link as 

well as additional information are found on our web page, 

https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite 

Sun ............. 10:15 .........Bible Study (at the church and live stream) 
Sun ............. 11:00 .........Worship Service (at the church and live stream) 
Wed ........... 7:00 .  ..........Bible Study (at the church - small group format) 

 

Jesus Loves Me, This I Don’t Understand 

For the hundreds of times I’ve sung “Jesus Loves Me,” there has always been a disconnect. 

For most of my life, it’s been nothing more than a cold repetition of facts. The sky is blue, 2+2=4, Jesus 

loves me. I accept it as true, and I understand the implications of it, but there is no emotion to the 

matter whatsoever. For that reason, a love for Him in return is hard to come by. 

In other words, for most of my life I’ve felt incredibly distant from God. And I know I’m not the only 

one in this predicament. 

I once read a comment from someone who had come to a conclusion similar to the Calvinist view of 

predestination. Their view holds that God predestined a certain group of people to be saved. He 

agreed with that, but took it one step further. He believed that God did not love or care about those 

who were not predestined. And he believed himself to be in that unloved, unchosen group. He still 

wanted to serve God because he believed the Bible to be true, but seemed to expect that he would 

never really feel loved by God. 

As sad (and incorrect) as that is, I have to say I can understand where he’s coming from. I get it. When 

I see people around me so warmed by the love of God, while not knowing if I’ve ever felt it myself, it 

can be easy to begin to think such thoughts. I’ve often wondered what on earth it is other people have 

felt when they talk about knowing God’s love and loving Him in return. What they seem to experience 

and what I do sure don’t seem to align. 

It’s not from a lack of knowledge. Like anybody, I’ll always have things I can learn. but there aren’t 

many concepts that are off my radar. I grew up in Bible class and worship every Sunday. I was 

baptized in 2003. I graduated preaching school in 2008. I’ve been a full time preacher since 2013. 

There are not many Bible verses or concepts you can show me that I haven’t read. 

I do not need to be told that God’s love is strong enough and big enough to cover even me. That line of 

reasoning while, fully true and good and wonderful, is like telling someone that God’s love is a credit 

card with no limit, whose funds cannot ever be exhausted. That’s great, and scores of people need to 

hear it – but it does little for someone whose card reader is broken. 

If you’ve read my work over the years, you’re probably familiar with my struggle with distance from 

God. This is actually the 4th article in this vein as my thinking has evolved over the years (see 1, 2, 

and 3 at the links). 



The first answer, of course, has always been “pray more, read your Bible more.” As well-intentioned 

as that advice is, it’s akin to giving a drowning person a cup of water. A cup of water is a life-giving 

item that we need to regularly consume. But to that particular person, in that particular moment, it’s 

simply adding to the problem they already have. 

I have already tried reading more and praying more. But if one is praying and reading for the wrong 

reasons, it doesn’t just not help. It actively makes the situation worse. If we’re doing these things 

from a quid pro quo mindset, that if I do the right rituals God will accept me, I have misunderstood 
God. He does not need me to make myself worthy before He accepts me. Trying to do even more to 

make myself worthy just further aggravates the problem. 

The second answer was to realize how sinful I am. While this is also a good and necessary step, the 

problem is that it begins with self-focus. And with such a negative self-focus as the starting point, it’s 

hard to truly accept the love of God. 

The third answer was to develop a sense of awe toward God. As with the other two, this is a vitally 

important part of the Christian life. But it doesn’t create a relationship with God. I can be in awe of 

historical figures, of animals, of sunsets… that doesn’t make me close with them. 

So, where does a person start when they don’t feel connected to God? 

Faith. Training ourselves to believe God when He says something is the biggest step we can take 

toward feeling the love of God. 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in 

him.'” (Lamentations 3:22-24 ESV). 

God’s steadfast love never ceases, and His mercies never end. Like the manna on the ground for 

Israel, every morning begins with new love and mercy from God. What that means in practical terms: 

God loves me before I read my Bible and pray. God loves me before I do the good works He wants me 

to do. God loves me at the end of a day of sin struggles and ineffectiveness. 

Those of us who don’t feel the love of God are hardwired to not accept that truth, or to bend it to 

make it fit our frame of reference better. We think He loves us better when we do more for Him. We 

think He doesn’t want to hear from us when we’ve sinned. What we need is faith to believe verses like 

Lamentations 3:22-24. 

A practical example of this came in a recent study I did on Jesus’ baptism. Commenting on the 

Father’s words, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11b), N.T. Wright says, 

“The whole Christian gospel could be summed up in this point: that when the living God looks at us, at 

every baptized and believing Christian, he says to us what he said to Jesus on that day. He sees us, not 

as we are in ourselves, but as we are in Jesus Christ.”[1] 

2 Corinthians 5:21 confirms this idea by telling us that God made us the righteousness of God in Jesus. 

When you and I come before God each day, He is well pleased with us. When I first read this quote 

and thought it over, my brain literally could not process it. “God can’t be well pleased with me,” I’d 

think. “There’s too much wrong with me.” 

I still struggle with the thought every day. But He doesn’t love me based on how I did today. He 

doesn’t fluctuate in His feelings toward me. Even when we turn from Him completely, as the Prodigal 

did, He stands waiting to embrace us upon our return. 

This may seem painfully basic, and perhaps even dumb to many of you. But it really is that simple. To 

those of us who feel unlovable, accepting that God loves us – not on the basis of achievement, or 

ritual, or anything else beside His own character – is something that we have to train ourselves to do. 



Faith is the key. Faith tells us to stop listening to ourselves and start listening to God and believe Him 

when He says He loves us. Once we’ve done that, then everything else takes on a whole new light. We 

read the Bible and pray not to prove ourselves to Him and stay in His good graces, but to draw near to 

the God who loves us. We serve not out of a sense of transactional duty, but out of joy to serve our 

Father. 

Believe God when He says He loves you. It really is that simple. 

February 1, 2021 by Jack Wilkie 

Calendar 

TODAY We will have a Teacher/Parent Meeting TODAY immediately after worship services.  
The elders have decided it is time to restart our normal Sunday morning bible classes.  
We are currently planning to begin classes on February 14th at 10am.  We currently 
have teachers for all but the middle school age children (7-10ish).  If you are willing to 
teach, please see Kyle, Gary, or Rob.   

TODAY The church will host a Super Bowl Party and Devotional TODAY beginning at 
4pm in the fellowship hall.  BYOFF... Bring Your Own Finger Foods … AND 
bring games to play if you like.  All Are Welcome. 

Feb 14 Restart Sunday Morning Children’s Classes & Ladies Class 

Feb 18 Men’s Prayer Gathering - There will be a Men's Prayer Gathering the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of the month at the building at 7pm.  This will be a time of connection, 
fellowship, sharing of lives and prayer.  The next gathering for fellowship and prayer 
will be the 18th. 

Mar 7 Baby Shower! Please help celebrate Michaels and Haley’s next ray of sunshine, 
Madeline!!  Stay and visit or just drop on by to say congratulations or grab a 
piece of cake (for those who want to keep the social gathering to a minimum).  
We are excited for Eli to have a baby sister !!  Haley does request no diapers or 
wipes unless otherwise noted – she’s registered at Walmart, Target, and 
Amazon.  Hope to see you there !!!  Sunday March 7th – drop in between 2:30 
and 4:00 pm at the building. 

May 13-15 Plan Now To Attend The 2021 Men's Retreat! We are excited to announce this 
year’s retreat is a go. Hopefully many of you will make it a priority to register early 
and encourage others to attend. We live in interesting times and our fellowship this 
year is needed more than ever.  Our main speaker, Carlus Gupton, is a professor at 
Harding Graduate School. We believe you will find his teaching valuable and timely. 
Our other three presenters are all seasoned speakers and will have much to add to our 
experience. Cost is $120 over 18, $80 under 19, $15 more after May 4th.  Bob Queenan 
is coordinating this year – please let him know if you’re attending and about possible 
ride share options. 

  



Announcements 

▪ Our church gets to serve lunch at the Idaho Falls Soup Kitchen about twice a year.  Mike 
Cannon has been doing a great job of coordinating this for the past many years; if there’s 
anyone ready to give Mike a break, please contact Bob Queenan.  Present soup kitchen 
guidelines ask that no one in a high risk group for Covid participate at this time. 

▪ Please provide Gary Hunt with any changes to addresses or phone numbers.  He will 
update the church directory and make copies available in the lobby in a few weeks. Also, 
Carol needs updated addresses to send out tax information for 2020. 

▪ Mountain States Children’s Home: This month we’re collecting 
Sweetened Condensed Milk; Evaporated Milk; Cream Of Chicken, 
Mushroom, and Celery Soups. 

▪ One of Kent Nile's neighbors has a couple of recliners and a sofa bed which she is offering 
to anyone who needs it. If you are interested, please contact Kent directly at 208-313-
4688. 

 

Prayers and Praise 

Angie’s Mom Ms. Nina, for health and encouragement. 

Terri Pope needs prayers. 

Jared Allbritten prayers for future guidance. 

Teri Burns challenges with RA. 

Nicole and boys just need encouragement. 

Crystal DeLong for encouragement. 

Gene Deans lost his youngest sister unexpectedly – prayers for him & his family 

Prayers for all those of our congregation sheltering at home. 

Pray for our country and nations leadership.  

And for all those serving in our military, as well as our own: 
 Jordan Allbritten & Thomas Mullinaux 

Kyle Allbritten, Elder  kallbritten67@gmail.com 618-638-6894 
Gary Hunt, Elder  garyhunt136@gmail.com 208-525-8690 
Rob Pope, Elder  robpope2@gmail.com  208-757-8175 
Andy Burns, Evangelist apburns8@gmail.com 208-569-9193 

Missionaries 
Clio Eldred - www.RefugeinChrist.net  Glenn Langston - Blind Ministry 
Nathan and Alvin Luther – Philippines Ghana West Africa Water Project  

Cimi Kafexhiu Albania - The Church in Durres - missionalbania.com 
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