
Sharing Together John 15:5-15 

Having had a spiritual awakening, we try to carry this message to others and to practice these principles in all 
our affairs. 

Since we have worked to awaken spiritually, we are in a special position to carry the message to others. We 
can recognize the warning signs of addictive/compulsive tendencies in those around us, as well as in ourselves. 
When touching on such deep and sensitive issues, it is important to speak in the language of love, not 
condemnation. 

The Bible tells us that if someone "is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help 
that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation your self. Share each 
other's burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:1-2). The command was the one Jesus 
taught his disciples: "So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, 
you should love each other" (John 13:34). "This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have 
loved you. There is no greater love than to lay down one's life for one's friends" (15:12-13). 

We are not the Savior, but we can love others as he has loved us. Love goes beyond mere words. Sometimes it 
is spoken in silence, when we don't condemn someone who comes to us looking for help. Love doesn't just tell 
them what the problems are. It helps carry the weight of their burdens. We can be part of a support network 
to help carry our friends until they are able to take steps toward recovery on their own initiative. 

Connect to Jesus John 15:1-8  

God desires that our lives be like the fruitful branches of a grapevine. The only way to be fruitful is to remain 
connected to Jesus, the vine, and to allow God, the gardener, to prune our lives to stimulate growth and 
fruitfulness. It is God's cultivating, weeding, and pruning in our lives that brings forth spiritual fruit, character 
development, and progress in recovery. just as sustenance for the desired fruit comes through the vine, so 
fullness of life comes through faith in Jesus Christ. We need to stay close to Jesus, the source of power and 
practical help for recovery. 

Confide & Befriend John 15:15  

Jesus demonstrated God's desire to be our friend, not our taskmaster. Many of us in recovery have never 
experienced God on such friendly, intimate terms. Rare in our experience is the authority figure who actually 
seeks to confide in us and befriend us, rather than lording his power over us. So we find it hard to imagine God 
as a friend. Jesus urges us to trust in him. By being our friend, God, through Jesus, empowers us and enables 
us to become accountable, responsible, and trustworthy. 

The Invitation to Relationship 

Although each of the Gospels shows us the love of Jesus, John presented it as a central theme. In the upper 
room, Jesus said that the mark of following him is loving others. He prayed that we would be united in love as 
he and the Father are. John referred to himself in this Gospel as "the disciple Jesus loved" (21 :20). In one of 
his later letters, John wrote that the greatest evidence of Goo_ presence in our lives is our love for others (see 
1 John 4:11-12, 20-21 ). Central to the recovery process and to our relationship with God is our recognition of 
God's love for us and our willingness to value and respect others. 

Today’s Service 

#263. 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 
#264. O Come, Let Us Adore Him  
#265. Let There Be Glory & Honor & Praises  
#266. Majesty  
PRAISE PRAYER 
#991. This Is My Father's World  
#993. What A Mighty God We Serve  
#259. When This Passing World Is Done  

#593. Consider Him   
LORD'S SUPPER  
Contribution 
Pew Packers 
Lesson 
Light the Fire  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Leadership Web Page: Idahofallschurchofchrist.org 

Kyle Allbritten, Elder kallbritten67@gmail.com  618-638-6894 
Gary Hunt, Elder garyhunt136@gmail.com 208-351-8947 
Rob Pope, Elder robpope2@gmail.com 208-757-8175 
Andy Burns, Evangelist apburns8@gmail.com  208-569-9193 
Doug Barber – Worship  208-589-3674 
Aaron Kays – Building & Grounds  505-879-4624  
Daniål King – Benevolence  208-970-5078 
Les & Teresa Pope – Special Programs  208-524-0238 

 

Supported Missionaries and Works 

Glenn Langston - Blind Ministry Nathan and Alvin Luther – Philippines Caleb Odle - Arlington, Texas  
Ghana West Africa Water Project   Cimi Kafexhiu - The Church in Durres, Albania 
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Calendar 

Sunday  10:00 am  Bible Study  At the building and live stream 
Sunday  11:00 am Worship  At the building and live stream 
Sunday 4:00 pm Walking the 12 Steps with Jesus  At Pam & Rob’s 
Wednesday 10:30 am Senior Breakfast At Perkins Restaurant 
Wednesday  7:00 pm  Bible Study  At the building 

 

Jan 14th Memorial Service for Bonnie Borgstrom, Barb’s mother and Anna’s grandmother. 

Jan 15th  Memorial Service for Marlene & John Young. 

Mar 16-18th  Men's Retreat '23: There will be a Men's Retreat at the Railroad Ranch Dormitory and Dining Hall in 
Island Park. The cost is $35 per person which includes lodging and meals. This retreat is open to teens 
also. We will begin Thursday early evening and finish Saturday early afternoon. If you have any 
questions, please ask Andy.  

Prayers and Praise 

• Prayers for all in our extended family who are dealing with Covid. 

• Prayers for Briley, coping with Marfans syndrome. 

• Prayers for continued healing for Kay’s nephew Jeremy. 

• Prayers for Gary, Rob, Kyle & Andy as they lead our congregation. 

• Prayers for Ryan Burns, Jordan Allbritten, and Thomas Mullinaux, serving in the armed forces. 

• Prayers for our widows: Myrna, Ella, Miriam, Louise, Sallye, Millie & Carolyn.  
 

January 1, 2023 

Welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditation for Today 

In the new year, I will live one day at a time. I will make each day one of preparation 
for better things ahead. I will not dwell on the past or the future, only on the present. I 

will bury every fear of the future, all thoughts of unkindness and bitterness, all my 
dislikes, my resentments, my sense of failure, my disappointments in others and in 
myself, my gloom, and my despondency. I will leave all these things buried and go 

forward, in this new year, into a new life. 

I pray that God will guide me one day at a time in the new year. I pray that for each 
day, God will supply the wisdom and the strength that I need. 

 

We’re a bible-based congregation of Christians meeting in Idaho Falls to 
praise and worship the one God and to support and encourage each 

other. All are welcome! Please join us in our worship services and classes. 

Online Bulletin at https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite/general-8 
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