
Our Walk with God Luke 18 

As we grow in Christ, many of us discover just how terrible and destructive our sins have been. As the levels of 
denial peel away, we begin to see how sick and broken we really are. We may wonder whether there is any 
hope for us. How could God care for us after all we have done? In reading the Gospel of Luke, we can gain 
hope from the compassion God showed toward people who were a lot like us. God wants to show us how 
much he loves us, regardless of our past mistakes. He wants to have an active role in our growth. 

A Humble Heart Luke 18:10-14 

After examining our lives closely, we may feel cut off from God. Considering the scope of what we have 
done, we may feel unworthy to ask God for anything. Maybe our sinful behaviors are despised as the 
lowest kind of behavior by those whom we consider respectable. We may struggle with self-hatred. Our 
genuine remorse may cause us to wonder if we even dare approach God to ask for his help. 

God welcomes us, even when we feel this way. Jesus told this story: "Two men went to the Temple to 
pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed this prayer: 'I thank you, God, that I am not like other people - cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I'm 
certainly not like that tax collector! I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.' 

But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, 
he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, 'O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.' I tell you, this sinner, not 
the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted". 

Tax collectors were among the most despised citizens in Jewish society. Pharisees, on the other hand, 
commanded the highest respect. Jesus purposely chose this illustration to show that it doesn't matter 
where we fit in society's hierarchy. I t is the humble heart that opens the door to God's forgiveness. 

Insights About Honesty & Denial  

The Pharisee in Luke 18:10-14 did not have an accurate self-perception. He looked upon himself as better 
than others; his pride hindered his ability to see himself or others as God did. He is a good example of 
what we are like when we are in denial. Most of us are guilty of ignoring our own dependencies while 
pointing a hypocritical finger at others worse off than we are. Some of us have hidden behind the 
respectable image we hold in our community. God sees our hearts and will reward us according to our 
humble faith. The tax collector, with humble and honest self-awareness, was well on to recovery; the 
Pharisee was headed for spiritual disaster. 

Self-Esteem Psalms 8:3-9  

Many of our problems are rooted in our low self-esteem. Perhaps we were never list to as children. Or 
maybe we were abused by people who had authority over us. Whatever the roots of our problems, we 
are now probably overly sensitive to the attacks of others. We see here that God has made us to be 
fantastic beings with great honor and authority. We should never sell ourselves short. Self-esteem should 
be based on what God thinks of us - not on what others say about us. 

 Weekly Calendar 

Sunday  10:00 am  Bible Study  At the building and live stream 
Sunday  11:00 am Worship  At the building and live stream 
Sunday 4:00 pm Walking the 12 Steps with Jesus  At Pam & Rob’s 
Wednesday  7:00 pm  Bible Study  At Rob & Pam’s Nov 16th thru Dec. 

 

Leadership Web Page: Idahofallschurchofchrist.org 

Kyle Allbritten, Elder kallbritten67@gmail.com  618-638-6894 
Gary Hunt, Elder garyhunt136@gmail.com 208-351-8947 
Rob Pope, Elder robpope2@gmail.com 208-757-8175 
Andy Burns, Evangelist apburns8@gmail.com  208-569-9193 
Doug Barber – Worship  208-589-3674 
Aaron Kays – Building & Grounds  505-879-4624  
Daniål King – Benevolence  208-970-5078 
Les & Teresa Pope – Mountain States Children’s Home 208-524-0238 
 

Supported Missionaries and Works 

Glenn Langston - Blind Ministry Nathan and Alvin Luther – Philippines Caleb Odle - Arlington, Texas  
Ghana West Africa Water Project   Cimi Kafexhiu - The Church in Durres, Albania 

 

We Are Precious to God Psalms 8:1-9 

We develop our sense of self-perception by noticing how the important people in our lives see us. If we 
grew up in a dysfunctional family, their skewed view of us probably warped our ability to see ourselves as we 
truly are in God's eyes. Understanding how God sees us and the value he has placed on us can help us 
overcome the negative self-perception that many of us have developed. 

King David was amazed as he thought about how much God valued him. He said, "What are mere mortals 
that you should think about them, human beings that you should care for them? Yet you made them only a 
little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor. You gave them charge of everything you made, 
putti ng all things under their authority" (Psalm 8:4-6). "How precious are your thoughts about me, 0 God! 
They cannot be numbered! I can't even count them; they outnumber the grains of sand! And when I wake up, 
you are still with me!" (Psalm 139:17-18). 

God demonstrated how precious we are in his sight by sending Jesus to give his life for us. God wants us 
to realize how precious we are to him and to see ourselves in the light of his love. Consider this: If God 
considered us worthy of giving up the most precious thing he had (his only Son), what does that say about 
how valuable we are to him? 
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Announcements 

• Christmas Baskets have all been assigned to others this year.  However, the new plan is to 
not wrap the presents, but to provide wrapping paper and tape to the families so that the 
parents can wrap the presents themselves – a more personal touch!  We volunteered to 
provide wrapping paper and tape to 172 families with 820 presents.  Please see Brenda Q if 
you’re willing to help. 

• They also need “no show” socks for teens and money for gift cards for teens – again, see 
Brenda Q for details. 

 

Events Calendar 

Dec 3rd  Discipleship Begins at Home – a discipleship course designed to inspire Christian families to 
implement Family Worship in their homes.  It provides Christian parents with inspiration, 
vision, and realistic help to make it part of the family’s routine. 1:30 – 7:00 pm at the 
Pocatello Church of Christ, 3224 Hawthorne Road, Pocatello, ID.  Dinner is included. Register 
at www.churchofchristpocatello.org . 

Dec 9th-11th  West Yellowstone Winter Retreat is BACK!!  We have joined an effort with a few 
congregations in Wyoming and Montana to bring back the Winter Retreat in December.   
You must register for the retreat and a hotel separately.  See Rob for details. 

Dec 17th  Senior Breakfast 10:30 at the building.  Seniors, caregivers, and friends are all invited. (3rd 
Saturday each month.) 

Dec 17th Christmas Party! Details to follow. 

 

Prayers and Praise 

• Praise for a good Senior Breakfast!  15 of us enjoyed food and fellowship yesterday morning. 

• Prayers for Caroline Yates who fell yesterday and is bruised and sore.   

• Prayers for Kent Niles who tested positive for COVID-19 this past week. 

• Miya asks for prayers for Zion. They are admitting her to the hospital in Boise today for additional 
tests. As you go throughout your day or church service, can you please just pray for miracles.  

• Prayers for all in our congregation and extended family dealing with Covid. 

• Prayers for Briley, coping with Marfans syndrome. 

• Prayers for continued healing for Kay’s nephew Jeremy. 

• Prayers for Gary, Rob, Kyle & Andy as they lead our congregation. 

• Prayers for health for the Youngs – Marlene is now on hospice care. 

• Prayers for health for Anna’s Nana, Bonnie Borgstrom, and for her caregiver Barb 

• Prayers for Ryan Burns, Jordan Allbritten, and Thomas Mullinaux, serving in the armed forces. 

• Prayers for our widows: Myrna, Ella, Miriam, Louise, Sallye, Millie & Carolyn.  
 

November 20, 2022 

Welcome! 
 

 

Meditation for Today 

In these times of quiet meditation, try more and more to set your hopes on the 
grace of God. Know that whatever the future may hold, it will hold more and more 

of good. Do not set all your hopes and desires on material things. There is weariness 
in an abundance of things. Set your hopes on Spiritual things so that you may grow 
spiritually. Learn to relay on God’s power more and more and in that reliance, you 

will have an insight into the greater value of the things of the spirit. 

I pray that I may not be overwhelmed by material things. I pray that I may 
realize the higher value of spiritual things. 

We’re a bible-based congregation of Christians meeting in Idaho Falls to 
praise and worship the one God and to support and encourage each 

other. All are welcome! 

Please join us in our worship services and classes. 

 

http://www.churchofchristpocatello.org/

