
June 13, 2021 

Welcome! 

We’re a bible-based and non-denominational congregation of 
Christians meeting in Idaho Falls.  All are welcome! Please participate 

in our worship services and classes. 

Sun 10:00 am Bible Study  (church & live stream 
Sun 11:00 am Worship Service  (church & live stream) 
Wed 7:00 pm Bible Study  (small group format) 

 
The elders have decided to no longer require – but strongly recommend - that we wear masks coming in 
and going out of the building. If you are showing symptoms, please participate at home via live stream – 

the link is found on our web page. https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite. 

I was catching up with a friend in ministry the other day for the first time since 
Covid lockdowns began last March. Obviously we had much to discuss about how 
each other’s congregations had navigated the lockdowns, returning to the 
building, and especially members’ feelings about masks. 

He shared a story about getting to visit an elderly lady in the nursing home for the 
first time in 14 months. She repeatedly warned him that if he came in he would 
have to wear a mask through the entire visit, and wanted to make sure he was 
okay with that. He continually reassured her that visiting her was far more 
important than going maskless.  

What he hit on there was a crucial point that so often goes missing: what 
determines if we act God’s way or not is who we think our actions are 
about. He knew visiting that woman and encouraging her was about her, not 
about himself. With that in mind, wearing a mask was of no concern to him at all. 
Regardless of if he wanted to wear it or not, it was for her best interest that he 
tolerate the mask, so he did. 

Over the course of all of this, though, masks and other covid measures have been 
a source of great division among many Christians. Generally speaking, where 
that’s the case it is because we are looking out for ourselves. We think it’s about 

https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite


me and my preferences and comforts, so we act accordingly. For some that means refusing to 
wear a mask into the Sunday assembly because “I don’t have to.” For others, that means 
demanding everyone comply to their level of safety preferences or else they’ll end fellowship. It’s 
a tough situation. 

There are no clear answers, except for one – it’s not about me.  

If I make it all about me, it’s going to cause problems. The Bible teaches this repeatedly, 
particularly in the turn from James 3 to James 4.  

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are 
done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do 
not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are 
there. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is 
sown in peace by those who make peace.” 

Worldly wisdom is self-seeking and envious. “Looking out for #1” is how the world works, but 
God’s wisdom is peaceable, yielding, impartial – in other words, largely defined by being 
unselfish. As the conversation continues into what we have designated as chapter 4, James 
shows the outcome of applying worldly wisdom.  

“Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for 
pleasure that war in your members? You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot 
obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.” 

What causes our conflicts and interpersonal problems? Selfish desire. We want our way, and if 
we don’t get it we cause problems. Godly wisdom prevents this. Worldly wisdom feeds into it all 
the more. Of course, Jesus showed us how to live with this perspective. He knew His duty on 
earth was not about Himself – “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). 

That’s the challenge put before us in every situation – who is this about? Is that not the practical 
application of the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12)? Figure out how you would wanted to be treated if 
it were all about you, and then do that for others. 

Our Savior, of course, provided the best model. If Jesus thought His time on earth was about 
Himself and His comfort, He would not have gone to the cross for us. Thankfully He did not make 
it about Himself, and we would do well to follow His example in every aspect of our lives. 

• Who is worship about? If I think it’s about me, I’m going to go where the worship is pleasing 
to me. If I think it’s about God, I’m going to go where the worship pleases Him, and I’m going 
to worry far more about what I’m putting in than what I’m taking out.  

• What is “church” about? If I think it’s about me, I’m going to take my ball and go home any 
time the preacher doesn’t meet my standards or the other members don’t act the way I want. 
If I realize it’s about God, and loving and serving Him by loving and serving His people, I’m 
not going to force my own way or church hop every time they don’t do what I want. 

• What is marriage about? If it’s about me, I will take care of myself and make sure I am happy 
rather than making sure she is. I will be defensive in every disagreement rather than hearing 



my spouse. And, as James predicts, this will lead to fights and quarrels. If I realize my job in 
marriage is about serving my spouse and keeping her happy, I will listen to her, pay attention 
to her, and serve her. Ideally, she will do the same in return. But if she doesn’t, I can’t then 
give in to worldly wisdom. I have to keep doing what God has commanded and view my job 
as being about her.  

• What is parenting about? If I make it about myself, I will either drive my children to comply 
with an unfair standard because I want them to make me look good, or I will ignore them 
because I’m busy with my own life, leaving them without the nurturing they need. If I realize 
it’s about them, I will love them enough to seek to understand them and find out what they 
need from me, and then provide it. 

The list can really go on – friendship, employment, citizenship, etc. but hopefully the point has 
been made. Every time I go in to a situation with the selfish wisdom of this world, I can expect 
conflict, relational troubles, and unhappiness. Humbling ourselves to serve – just as our Lord and 
Savior did (John 13:14) – is the path toward pleasing God and being fulfilled. 

June 8, 2021 by Jack Wilkie 

Calendar 

June 17 Hymnburgers 6:30 pm at the Queenan’s.  Burgers and dogs 
provided; bring a side or bring a friend or just bring yourself.  
Food, friendship, and singing. 

July 19 Senior Breakfast at 10:00 at the building.  All seniors (self-
identified!), care givers, drivers, and anyone else are welcome.  
A chance for fellowship and friendship. 

July 10 Graduation Party for Caleb Odle! Saturday, July 10th, 3:00 pm.  
Juniper Campground at Ririe Reservoir, shelter in Loop A.  
Burgers and cake provided, bringing a side is optional. 

July 18 Vacation Bible School starts.  We’ll need teachers, support 
people, and kids, kids, kids!  More details to follow. 

 

 

Please email bulletin updates to bob_queenan@yahoo.com or text 208-403-3547. 
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Prayers and Praise 

• Pray for Anna Ruth and Royce and for their son, struggling with health issues. 
• Pray for Brenda & Bob’s neighbor Jim, struggling with cancer. 
• Pray for Brenda & Gene, sheltering at home. 
• Pray for Caleb, getting ready to go to AIM. 
• Pray for Cody Baker; Michael & Brenda’s son has medical issues 
• Pray for Daniel & Darcy’s son David, for success with his new medical treatment. 
• Pray for Gary, Rob, Kyle & Andy as they lead our congregation. 
• Pray for Harry & Barb’s daughter Crystal, for encouragement.  
• Pray for Ingrid for health. 
• Pray for Jean’s sister Sandra, on hospice. 
• Pray for John & Andrea Hall on the death of their son Derrick Barney. f  
• Pray for John and Marlene.  
• Pray for Jordan and Thomas, serving in the armed forces. 
• Pray for Kay, sheltering at home. 
• Pray for Nicole & the boys; for Nicole’s debilitating headaches & for Jonathan’s 

dental issues. 
• Pray for our widows: Bonnie, Ella, Miriam, Louise, Sallye and Millie. 
• Pray for Ryan, starting up in Illinois. 
• Pray for Sammi & Tommy Queenan, moving to IF in June & looking for work. 
• Pray for Teri, struggling with RA.  
• Pray for Teri’s mother Roydell – she’s having a breast biopsy on the 21st . 
• Pray for Will & Jeri, sheltering at home. 
• Prayers & Praise for Lauren & Jorden Allbritten, expecting a child in December. 

Announcements 

▪ Mountain States Children’s Home: This month we’re collecting cereal.   Buy a box.  
Bring a box.  It’s easy. 

▪ Reminder that this week’s fellowship is at Ella’s at 7. We are talking about Gods 
Mission and currently on Moses in Exodus.  We will take July off because people are 
"summer busy", then begin again in August.  


