
Forgiven to Forgive  Matthew 18:23-35 

We need to make a list of all persons we had harmed and become willing to make amends to them all. 
Listing all the people we have harmed will probably trigger a natural defensiveness. With each name we 
write down, another mental list may begin to form-a list of the wrongs that have been done to us. How 
can we deal with the resentment we hold toward others so we can move toward making amends? 

Jesus told this story: "A king . . . decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed 
money from him. In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of dollars" 
(Matthew 18:23-24). The man begged for forgiveness because he couldn't pay. The king "was filled with 
pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt. But when the man left the king, he went to a 
fellow servant who owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded 
instant payment" (18:27-28). This was reported to the king. "Then the king called in the man he had 
forgiven and said, 'You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. 
Shouldn't you have mercy on your fellow servant . . . ?' Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be 
tortured until he had paid his entire debt. That's what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to 
forgive your brothers and sisters" (18:32-35). 

When we look at all that God has forgiven us, it makes sense to choose to forgive others. This also frees 
us from the torture of festering resentment. We can't change what others have done to us, but we can 
write off their debts and become willing to make amends. 

True Forgiveness Matthew 6:12, 14-15  

True forgiveness is an essential part of any program of spiritual growth. We often have difficulty getting past 
our anger and bitterness toward those who have mistreated or abused us. However, asking God's forgiveness 
for our personal shortcomings and sins is hypocritical unless we are willing to forgive others. We forfeit 
forgiveness from God by denying forgiveness to others, to our own detriment. This is not only selfish but also 
self-destructive. 

Live in Today Matthew 6:25-34 

It is easy to slip back into worrying about tomorrow, dwelling on the "what ifs" and the "if onlys." Each day 
brings a host of things we cannot change; there will always be circumstances beyond our control. We must 
also face the reality of who we are - human beings confined within the slice of life we call today. It is tempting 
to deny the present, but escaping reality is part of the insanity of our addictive way of life. 

Jesus said, "Can all your worries add a single moment to your life? . . . don't worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today's trouble is enough for today" (Matthew 6:27, 34). The prophet 
Jeremiah said, "The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is his faithfulness; his 
mercies begin afresh each morning" (Lamentations 3:22-23). Since God's grace comes in daily doses, that's the 
best way to face life. We need to ask ourselves at every turn in life, Am I accepting this present moment, or 
am I pretending - trying to escape into the past or the future? Each day there is something to find joy in, and 
there is strength promised for the troubles of that day. The psalmist wrote, "This is the day the LORD has 
made. We will rejoice and be glad in it" (Psalm 118:24). We, too, can choose to find joy, strength, and sanity 
when we accept each day's realities. 

 Weekly Calendar 

Sunday  10:00 am  Bible Study  At the building and live stream 
Sunday  11:00 am Worship  At the building and live stream 
Sunday 4:00 pm Walking the 12 Steps with Jesus  At Pam & Rob’s 
Wednesday  7:00 pm  Bible Study  At Rob & Pam’s Nov 16th thru Dec. 

 

Leadership Web Page: Idahofallschurchofchrist.org 

Kyle Allbritten, Elder kallbritten67@gmail.com  618-638-6894 
Gary Hunt, Elder garyhunt136@gmail.com 208-351-8947 
Rob Pope, Elder robpope2@gmail.com 208-757-8175 
Andy Burns, Evangelist apburns8@gmail.com  208-569-9193 
Doug Barber – Worship  208-589-3674 
Aaron Kays – Building & Grounds  505-879-4624  
Daniål King – Benevolence  208-970-5078 
Les & Teresa Pope – Special Programs  208-524-0238 
 

Supported Missionaries and Works 

Glenn Langston - Blind Ministry Nathan and Alvin Luther – Philippines Caleb Odle - Arlington, Texas  
Ghana West Africa Water Project   Cimi Kafexhiu - The Church in Durres, Albania 

Concerning Obstacles To Growth 

In Matthew 1:18-25 Joseph was in a difficult predicament. His fiancée, Mary, had become pregnant, so he was 
considering how he could break their engagement quietly. But when Joseph was shown that the Holy Spirit 
was responsible for the pregnancy, he immediately changed his decision about breaking the engagement and 
obeyed God. He married her as the angel of the Lord commanded, despite the rumors that would surely 
surround their marriage. Pride can easily become an obstacle to the restoration of our damaged relationships. 
We should resist pride and obey God as Joseph did. 

We should not mistakenly think that our faith and spiritual growth will insulate us from temptation. On 
the contrary, in Matthew 4:1-2 Jesus was actually led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit for a prolonged 
siege of temptation. This should serve as a fair warning that temptation may follow quickly on the heels of a 
spiritual high. God often uses such trials in our lives to remind us of how helpless we are without him. 

In Matthew 5:10-12 we are reminded that persecution can be a real problem for us as we try to live by 
God's principles. Old friends may try to intimidate us into giving up on change. Family members may be 
threatened by the changes we are making and try to discourage us. We must realize that it is more important 
to please God than other people. As we do things God's way, we will be set free from our destructive and 
codependent relationships. Then we can build healthy relationships with others and continue to strengthen 
our all-important relationship with God. 
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Announcements 

• It is with great sorrow and yet great joy in Christ that we report that Marlene Young passed away Friday afternoon.   

• Christmas Presents for Kids The new plan is to not wrap the presents, but to provide wrapping paper and tape to the 
families so that the parents can wrap the presents themselves – a more personal touch!  We volunteered to provide 
wrapping paper and tape to 172 families with 820 presents.  Please see Brenda Q if you’re willing to help. 

• They also need “no show” short socks for teens and money for gift cards for teens – again, please see Brenda Q if 
you’re willing to help. 

Events Calendar 

Dec 3rd  Discipleship Begins at Home – a discipleship course designed to inspire Christian families to 
implement Family Worship in their homes.  It provides Christian parents with inspiration, 
https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite/general-8vision, and realistic help to make it part of the 
family’s routine. 1:30 – 7:00 pm at the Pocatello Church of Christ, 3224 Hawthorne Road, Pocatello, ID.  
Dinner is included. Register at www.churchofchristpocatello.org . 

Dec 9th-11th  West Yellowstone Winter Retreat is BACK!!  We have joined an effort with a few congregations in 
Wyoming and Montana to bring back the Winter Retreat in December.   You must register for the 
retreat and a hotel separately.  See Rob for details. 

Dec 11th  Singing Sunday at Pocatello (2nd Sunday) 6:00 to 7:00 pm, nothing but songs! 

Dec 17th  Senior Breakfast 10:30 at the building.  Seniors, caregivers, and friends are all invited. (3rd Saturday 
each month.) 

Dec 17th Christmas Party! 6:30 at the building. Finger foods, desserts, a “White Elephant” gift exchange game 
(nothing over $15, please), maybe singing, certainly fun !!  

Mar 16-18th  Men's Retreat '23: There will be a Men's Retreat at the Railroad Ranch Dormitory and Dining Hall in 
Island Park.  The cost is $35 per person which includes lodging and meals.  This retreat is open to teens 
also. We will begin Thursday early evening and finish Saturday early afternoon. If you have any 
questions, please ask Andy.  

Prayers and Praise 

• Prayers for Kelly’s mother, who is now on hospice care.  Kelly is in Texas with her. 

• Prayers for Brian Felushko, John’s father, who is hospitalized for an urgent unexpected issue. 

• Prayers for John Young and his entire family as they cope with changing circumstances. 

• Prayers for Caroline Yates who fell and is bruised and sore.   

• Prayers for Kent Niles who tested positive for COVID-19. 

• Miya asks for prayers for Zion. As you go throughout your day, please just pray for healing.  

• Prayers for all in our congregation and extended family dealing with Covid. 

• Prayers for Briley, coping with Marfans syndrome. 

• Prayers for continued healing for Kay’s nephew Jeremy. 

• Prayers for Gary, Rob, Kyle & Andy as they lead our congregation. 

• Prayers for health for Anna’s Nana, Bonnie Borgstrom, and for her caregiver Barb 

• Prayers for Ryan Burns, Jordan Allbritten, and Thomas Mullinaux, serving in the armed forces. 

• Prayers for our widows: Myrna, Ella, Miriam, Louise, Sallye, Millie & Carolyn.  

November 27, 2022 

Welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditation for Today. 

Life is not a search for happiness. Happiness is a by-product of living the right 
kind of aa life, of doing the right thing. Do no search for happiness, search for right 
living and happiness will be your reward. Life is sometimes a march of duty during 
dull, dark days But happiness will come again, as God’s smile of recognition of your 

faith fulness. True happiness is always the by-product of a life well lived. 

I pray that I may not seek happiness but seek to do right. I pray that I may not 
seek pleasure so much as the things that bring true happiness. 

We’re a bible-based congregation of Christians meeting in Idaho Falls to 
praise and worship the one God and to support and encourage each 

other. All are welcome! Please join us in our worship services and classes. 

Online Bulletin at https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite/general-8 
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