
Faith Luke 17:1-10 

How many times have we wished that we could overcome the addiction or compulsion that keeps us 
in bondage? We know what it is like to struggle with the effects of addiction and the craziness this brings 
to our lives. We may feel despair and wonder if there really is any way out of the insanity of our current 
circumstances. Maybe escape from our plight is impossible, at least without God's help. But with faith in 
God, even the impossible can happen. 

“The apostles said to the Lord, 'Show us how to increase our faith.' The Lord answered, 'If you had 
faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, "May you be uprooted and 
thrown into the sea," and it would obey you" (Luke 17:5-6). Matthew also recorded Jesus' words: "I tell 
you the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard seed you could say to this mountain, 'Move from 
here to there,' and it would move. Nothing would be impossible". (Matthew 17:20). 

Faith is a mysterious commodity. Jesus says that if we have faith, real faith, it only takes a small amount 
to make a big difference!   We may be exercising faith without even realizing it. It takes faith to believe 
that a power greater than ourselves could rest restore us to sanity. It takes faith to work through he steps 
of a recovery program. It is comforting to know that God only needs a tiny bit of faith in order to work in 
powerful   ways to restore our sanity. 

Forgive or Confront? Luke 17:1-4  

Knowing when to forgive and when to confront is critical. Jesus taught that forgiveness is to be freely and 
frequently extended to others with no strings attached. On the other hand, the real growth sometimes calls 
for tough love. If our friends are clearly acting counter to God's Word, we need to confront them for their 
own good. Woe to the person, however, who tempts a person. Strong drink or drugs, for example, should 
never be offered to people in recovery. Those who offer such temptations will pay dearly when they stand 
before God. 

The Power of the Holy Spirit 

 Jesus lived in complete dependence on the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was present at the birth of Jesus, 
at his baptism, in his ministry, and in his resurrection. The Holy Spirit was sent by the Father to confirm 
Jesus' authority. Today the Holy Spirit is given to empower us to live as God wants us to live. By faith, we can 
receive the Holy Spirit's presence and power within us, enabling us in the recovery process and in our 
spiritual growth. 

Jesus Loves the Outcast 

Jesus paid special attention to the poor, the despised, the hurt, and the sinful. He rejected no one; he 
ignored no one. No one today is beyond the scope of his love or beyond his ability to help-including us. He 
cares for us no matter what we have done or what we have suffered. Only this kind of deep love can 
satisfy our deepest needs and mobilize us to recovery. When our lives are most unmanageable and we are 
faced with our own powerlessness, we often feel that no one can understand or care. Luke shows us that 
God understands and cares. We can safely turn our lives over to him! 
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Persistence 

Luke 11:5-13 emphasizes that God wants us to approach hi m with shameless persistence. The commands ...to-
ask, seek, and knock are given in the present-tense, emphasizing continuous, persistent action on our part. It is 
the persistence of the seeker, not necessarily the kind ness of the giver, that gets results. To practice this quality 
in our prayer life, we must first have a person al relationship p with the giver of all good gifts. Through faith, we 
can expect that God, who is kinder than any h u ma n father, wants us to experience wholeness and will answer 
our prayers. 

Wisdom 

Luke 10:21 tells us where to look for true wisdom. Many of us have spent years looking for wisdom that 
will help us. We may have begun to think it is hard, if not impossible, to come by. Often the reason we find 
true wisdom so elusive is that it is divinely and simply revealed to "the childlike." True wisdom does not come 
from the worldly-wise or from ivory-tower intellectuals. God's wisdom comes from reading his Word and 
simply trusting him, one day at a time. People can gain a great deal by following God's leading in child-like 
simplicity and trust. 

Trust and Faith 

I n Luke 18:40- 43 Jesus miraculously healed a blind man. Jesus would not have healed this ma n, however, had 
the man not trusted in Jesus' power. On the other hand, it was not simply the blind man’s faith that healed hi 
m. Faith heals to the extent that it is clearly focused on the proper and powerful object of faith - God in Jesus 
Christ. Recovery is based not on our own power, but on our l oving God, who has the power and desire to heal 
us. Our part is to look to him for help. 

 

  

mailto:garyhunt136@gmail.com
mailto:apburns8@gmail.com


Today’s Service 

#110 – Reading 
#102 – Great is the Lord 
#111 – Grace Greater Than Our Sin 
#112 – Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
#116 – God Will Make a Way 
Prayer 
#276 – Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 
#275 – O Lord, You’re Beautiful 
#179 – He Is Lord 
 

# 171 – Above All Else 
Lord’s Supper 
# 273 More Precious Than Silver 
Contribution 
Pew Packers 
Lesson 
#943 – Do You Know Jesus 
Announcements 
Prayer 

Calendar 

Sunday  10:00 am  Bible Study  At the building and live stream 
Sunday  11:00 am Worship  At the building and live stream 
Sunday 4:00 pm Walking the 12 Steps with Jesus  At Pam & Rob’s 
Wednesday 10:30 am Senior Breakfast At Perkins Restaurant 
Wednesday  6:30 pm  Bible Study  At the building 
Saturday 7:00 pm Teen Group At the building 

 

Feb 18th  Senior Breakfast 10:30 at the building.  Seniors, caregivers, and friends are all invited. (3rd 
Saturday each month.) 

Mar 16-18th  Idaho Men's Retreat '23: There will be a Men's Retreat at the Railroad Ranch Dormitory and Dining 
Hall at Harriman State Park in Island Park. The cost is $35 per person which includes lodging and 
meals. This retreat is open to teens also. We will begin Thursday early evening and finish Saturday 
early afternoon. If you have any questions, please ask Andy.  

May 18-20th  Montana Men’s Retreat: “Creating Communities of Conviction” at the C-N Camp near Augusta, MT.  
Guest speakers are Carlus Gupton, Wade Purdom, and Matt Burleson.  Cost is $150 for adults, $90 for 
under 19, includes Thursday dinner, Friday all meals, Saturday breakfast & lunch. 

 

Prayers and Praise 

• Congratulations to Kelsey & Austin on the birth of Penny Faye Blue on 1/14/23 – 7 lb 7 oz, 21” long. 

• Prayers for Bonnie Borstrom’s family. 

• Prayers for John & Marlene’s family. 

• Prayers for all in our extended family who are dealing with Covid. 
• Prayers for Briley, coping with Marfans syndrome. 

• Prayers for continued healing for Kay’s nephew Jeremy. 

• Prayers for Gary, Rob, Kyle & Andy as they lead our congregation. 

• Prayers for Ryan Burns, Jordan Allbritten, and Thomas Mullinaux, serving in the armed forces. 

• Prayers for our widows: Myrna, Ella, Miriam, Louise, Sallye, & Carolyn.  
 

 

January 22, 2023 

Welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditation for Today 

I believe that all sacrifice an dall suffering is of vavlue to me. When I am in pain, I am 
being tested. Can I trust God, no matter how low I feel? Can I say, “They will be done” no 

matter how much I am defeated? If I can, my faith is real and recitical. It works in bad 
times ans well as in good times. The Divine Will is working in a way that is beyond my 

finite mind to understand, butI can still trust in it. 

I pray that I may take my suffering in my stride. I pray that I may accept pain and 
defeat as part of God’s plan for my spiritual Growth. 

We’re a bible-based congregation of Christians meeting in Idaho Falls to 
praise and worship the one God and to support and encourage each 

other. All are welcome! Please join us in our worship services and classes. 

Online Bulletin at https://ifcocminister.wixsite.com/mysite/general-8 
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